Ling 523 Morphology
Spring 2017
Tue 2:00–3:15
Room AL-104
Schedule # 21988
This course offers an introduction to the theoretical principles of word structure. Topics to be covered include in lection, derivation, and compounding; the organization of the lexicon; the structure of
in lectional paradigms; morphophonological and morphosyntactic alternations; and computational
applications. After successful completion of this course, students will be able to describe and analyze
the structure of words and recognize different types of word structure, to apply current theories of
word structure to new examples, to recognize the role of morphological data for the construction of
linguistic theory, and to understand computational models of word structure.
Instructor
Rob Malouf
Of ice:
Of ice hours:
Email/GTalk:
Web:

SHW 244
Tu 1:00–2:00, Th 8:30–9:30, or by appt
rmalouf@mail.sdsu.edu
malouf.sdsu.edu

Requirements
The inal grade will be based on homework assignments (20%), a take-home midterm exam and
inal exam (25%) each, and a writing assignment (30%). Through the term, there will be occasional
homework assignments to practice the techniques learned in class. Working in groups is encouraged,
but please include the names of all coworkers on the assignment. The mid-term and inal, though,
should be done individually.
No form of academic dishonesty, including cheating or plagiarism, will be tolerated in the class.
Following Executive Order 1006, all instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Center
for Student Rights and Responsibilities for investigation. For more information about the judicial
process, see http://csrr.sdsu.edu. For more information about what plagiarism is and how to
avoid it, see http://its.sdsu.edu/tech/plagiarism.html.
No one may record lectures or class discussions without prior permission. Students who make
recordings without permission can be reported for misconduct.

If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need accommodations for this class, it
is your responsibility to contact Student Disability Services at (619) 594-6473. To avoid any delay
in the receipt of your accommodations, you should contact Student Disability Services as soon as
possible. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive, and that I cannot provide accommodations based upon disability until I have received an accommodation letter from Student Disability
Services. Your cooperation is appreciated.
The CSU has af irmed its commitment to “protecting access, affordability, intellectual freedom,
inclusivity, and diversity for all students … including supporting DACA students.” Discrimination,
harassment, or retaliation against students, faculty, and staff on the basis of race, religion, gender,
sexuality, disability, nationality, immigration status and other categories of identity is prohibited. If
you have concerns about your status at the university, please visit http://studentaffairs.sdsu.
edu/EOP/ for information or contact the Dean of Students or the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
in your College.
Readings
The required textbooks for this course are:
Martin Haspelmath and Andrea D. Sims. 2010. Understanding Morphology. Second edition. Hodder Education.
and
William R. Merri ield, Constance M. Nais, Calvin R. Rensch, and Gillian L. Story. 2003.
Laboratory Manual for Morphology and Syntax. Seventh edition. SIL International.
Additional readings will be made available in class or via the course web page.

Proposed schedule
Week 1–2

Introduction, basic concepts

Week 3

Rules in the lexicon

Week 4

In lection and derivation

Week 5

Morphological structure (heads, compounding)

Week 6–7

In lectional paradigms

Week 8

Midterm review and exam

Week 9

Word-based rules (blends, clitics, lexicalism)

Week 10–11

Morphophonology (alternations, level ordering)

Week 12–13

Productivity and frequency

Week 14

Morphological complexity

Week 15

Wrap-up and review

